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Water System Upgrades

The water system upgrades are moving along but have had a few setbacks due to weather and mapping/locating issues. I have a memo from Jeff Cicon that I have included with my report. 

Tenth Street is progressing along, there have been some issues with the shutdowns and tie ins. To complete this six block section the crews had to locate and “exercise” (turn off and on) over 50 valves. The PRV station on Idaho and 10th has been installed and main line replacement is continuing southeast to Louisiana.

They hope to have Tenth Street done in 2 to 3 weeks, depending on the weather and the difficulty finding valves and service lines. Both the contractor and the city crews are finding a lot of things they were not aware of in the system. They are finding valves they never knew existed and where valves are marked on the map are not where they are in the streets. So it has been a real challenge for both contractor and city crews.

Paving in some areas was scheduled for this week but with all the rain the past couple of weeks the construction area is saturated and needs time to dry. They hope to be able to pave soon. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Permit

Every five years, the City of Libby has to update the Wastewater Treatment Plant discharge permit. On Thursday September 26th, 2013 Dan Kramer from Montana Rural Water and the plant operators had a conference call with DEQ regarding any errors and omissions in the permit. 

During the review the DEQ found very few errors and complemented the crew for having their permit completed before the February deadline. Also during the review they had some discussion with DEQ regarding some of the testing requirements in the next permit.

There are tests that are performed by the operators that do not necessarily have anything to do with our plants set up. It pertains to plants that deal with a lot of large industries that may discharge chemicals and other materials into the system. DEQ will review the request along with the data and information to support the request. If DEQ finds that the testing requirements can be reduced, then this could save the city around $6,000 a year.  


CETP Project


The wet weather has been an issue with the sidewalk project as well. City crews have finished removing the old sidewalks on Louisiana Ave and Second Street. The contractor has been working on compacting the material for the base and building forms for the sidewalks and the curb ends on the boulevard.

 Greg Sandon the owner of Sandon Construction told me they would like to get all the form work done, then pour all the sidewalks in three or four days. Wednesday the contractor poured a section from the highway to Lincoln Boulevard. If the weather stays dry they should finish the project in a couple of weeks. There have been several residents along Louisiana who contacted Sandon to replace their sidewalks and driveway approaches outside the contract. 

Once all the concrete is poured and has time to set they will remove all the forming materials. The City crews will then bring in top soil to place along the sidewalk to finish up the project. There will be some additional work along the street next to the curbs, but most of this will be filled with gravel until we can pave next year.



Departments

With the sudden change in the weather from summer to fall, the street crews are getting things ready for winter. The de-ice truck needs to have the pump and spray bar completely overhauled. The cemetery, Firemen’s Park bathrooms, splash pad, Riverfront Park, and Mineral Ave. all are being winterized.

Along with the work they have completed on their permit, the wastewater crew has been jetting lines that are a problem. The wet weather also causes problems for the trucks to haul sludge to the landfill so they will be storing the sludge until conditions improve for hauling. 

Water treatment is preparing for valve replacements here in the next few months. The low flows and turbidity levels are much lower during the winter months which are ideally the best time to work on the plant. They hope to have most of the work done before the end of winter or early spring.
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