APPROVED

PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2012 @ 6:30PM
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS


Mayor Roll called the Public Hearing to order at 6:31pm.


Mayor Roll announced the Public Hearing on the proposed water rate increase concerning the Flower Creek Dam Project as a whole.  Mayor Roll stated a Public Hearing was for comment for or against the subject of the Public Hearing.  Mayor Roll also stated there would be a three minute time limit to hear each person’s comments.  Mayor Roll stated that no questions will be answered during the Public Hearing but that they were more than willing to answer questions after the meetings.  

DC Orr of 1117 Nevada Ave.  stated the first thing he would mention was that Montana Code Annotated 69-7-112 conduct of municipal rate hearing states that all interested parties must be allowed to make argument that they may consider proper.  Mr. Orr stated that it meant the three minute time limit rule is out on this.  Mr. Orr stated that the public’s involvement was being limited in this and stated that this has been being done all along.  Mr. Orr stated that the city had issued bad information after bad information.  Mayor Roll asked Mr. Orr if he was for or against the water rate increase. Mr. Orr stated he would get to that.  Mr. Orr stated,” the first thing the city stated was that the sky was falling and the city had the dam just ready to collapse and then USR issued their report and we learned that there was not imminent danger of collapse.”  Mr. Orr stated that” the city knew that because Jim Hammons wrote in the high hazard dam owner document that the dam is not in danger of failure.”  Mr. Orr stated that information did not ever get to Vic White and he has done more to scare people on this issue than anyone else.  Mr. Orr said this bad information that you guys are disseminating in this community has really harmed this entire process.  Mr. Orr stated the Morrison-Maierle documents stated that the State may not renew the 5 year license and that came out in the Western News November 17th 2011 as “the initial report lead the State to not renew a 5 year term.”  Mr. Orr stated if the State had not renewed the permit this would have been an emergency and stated it would have opened up all sorts of funding that wouldn’t be taken on the rate payers back and stated “ that statement was false from the beginning.”   Mr. Orr stated “bad information” and went on to say “ the 2.2 million dollar replacement of the raw water line that again came out of the Western News as the weakest link in the equation since it is sixty years old it is exceeded its design life, that’s in error.” Mayor Roll asked Mr. Orr to wrap it up. Mr. Orr said “are you telling me I can’t finish.”  Mr. Orr said he had a lot more.  Mayor Roll asked again that Mr. Orr wrap it up.  Mr. Orr stated that basically you have just made the case that you guys did not want public comment and the last meeting was closed down because you did not want to hear what the late comers had to say.  Mayor Roll asked again that Mr. Orr wrap it up.  Mayor Roll asked Mr. Orr again if he was for or against.  Mayor Roll asked Mr. Orr to set down.  Mr. Orr never did say whether he was for or against the increase.   

Mayor Roll asked if there was anyone else that had comment.  No one else came forward. 


The meeting was adjourned at 6:37pm.
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