APPROVED

PUBLIC HEARING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2013 @ 6:00PM
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS


This Public Hearing was to hear comments on a proposed amendment to the City’s Capital Improvements Plan, specifically addressing the City’s sidewalk infrastructure.  

Mayor Roll introduced Mike Fraser to speak to the public.


Mike Fraser of Fraser consulting talked about the changes he was asked to make to the City’s Capital Improvements Plan concerning the City’s sidewalk infrastructure.  
Mr. Fraser’s plan involves putting sidewalks in the following areas.  Balsam from Main to the Elementary School, Main Street from Cedar to Highway 2, Cedar Street from Main to Highway 2, Louisiana sidewalk replacement and new construction and Education Way from High School to Elementary School.  


PUBLIC COMMENT

Anita Shock residing at the corner of Poplar and Louisiana stated Poplar has a very wide easement and wondered why Cedar was considered for sidewalks over Poplar.  


Mike Shock residing at the corner of Poplar and Louisiana stated that Poplar had a 60’ easement.


Kristin Smith of the Planning Board stated that one of the reasons that the streets were chosen was because of the stop controls and Cedar, Main, 10th and Louisiana had the stop signs to slow down traffic making it safer for pedestrians.  


John Carlock residing at 102 Colorado Avenue stated from what he was hearing the city is taking the streets that have the stop signs so that the kids and pedestrians stop or not have to stop where there are stop signs on the street.  Mike Fraser stated from a traffic standpoint they are acting as collectors.  Mike Fraser stated they were patterning the sidewalks to follow the major streets.  Mike Fraser stated most people will be within 2 or 3 blocks of being able to get on a major sidewalk and head off without having to walk on the street or grass.   John Carlock stated Mr. Fraser mentioned that the streets were now acting as collectors and asked Mr. Fraser if he had assessed that with counters or how did Mr. Fraser know that traffic is actually making collectors on these streets.  Mr. Fraser stated there is no transportation plan, but they appear from our experience to be acting as collectors.  

Anita Shock stated they recently had their sidewalk completed as far as the house next door.  The people at the house next house couldn’t afford to do anything so they didn’t do anything and then the next people over did do something and the next people after that have not done anything.  Mrs. Shock stated the sidewalks did not attract walkers but they attracted bicycles and because there is a gap between the sidewalks and where there are no sidewalks they have made a marvelous jump.  They are worried about someone getting hurt.  Mrs. Shock said she was worried about the bicycles making it hard for the walkers if they put the sidewalks on Balsam.  Mayor Roll stated that there was a very big back wash about doing anything with bicycles in the neighborhoods but they did manage to make riding bicycles on the sidewalks in the downtown area illegal.  Anita Shock believes putting in the sidewalks will be more of a safety issue than not.     

Mayor Roll stated they were trying to make Libby a walk friendly community especially for safety on Balsam for the kids going to school.  Mayor Roll stated we have to start somewhere and a transportation grant is available and the safety aspect of it will give us a higher ranking on the grant.  


John Carlock asked what the priority sidewalk was right now.  Mayor Roll answered it was Balsam because of the safety issue with the kids walking to and from school.   Mr. Fraser stated Balsam was brought up because of the kids and then the superintendent brought up the foot traffic between the high school and elementary school on Education Way.  Mayor Roll stated Education Way is a relatively wide street and his opinion would be to stick with the downtown core area.  

Anita shock stated it seemed that one advantage to making the east-west connection on Popular would be the topography as Cedar has a pretty steep hill and a lot of driveways.  Anita asked why we need sidewalks on both sides of Tenth.  Mr. Fraser answered because it is a wide right-of-way, urban area and for safety.  Mr. Fraser stated the sidewalk could be put on one side or the other but ideally both side would be best.    Mayor Roll asked if we could re-address the prioritization at a different time because of the amount of concern from the people.  Mr. Fraser stated as funds become available the priorities can change as to which sidewalk comes next. 

Mayor Roll asked that Mike Fraser add Popular to the list of sidewalks to be added to the City’s Capital Improvement Plan.  The council, planning board, mayor, citizens and Mike Fraser continued to discuss the options on the sidewalks and matching funds needed.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:40pm.
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