APPROVED

PUBLIC MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 26, 2012 @ 6:00PM
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS


Mayor Roll called the Public Meeting to order at 6:02 pm.


Mr. Bischoff, Mrs. Desch, Mrs. Benson, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. Olsen and Mrs. Williams were present.  City Administrator Jim Hammons and City Clerk-Treasurer Glena Hook were also present.  


 Ryan Jones from Morrison-Maierle brought exhibits and gave information about the Flower Creek Dam and Water Distribution.  Ryan brought an exhibit of the leaks that were found in the water system.  An exhibit of the proposed water line replacement project was also there. There was also an exhibit of the PRV Stations to create two pressure zones in Libby.  Ryan showed picture exhibits of core samples taken from the Dam and a picture of the Dam location.   Mrs. Lawrence stated she wanted it explained why we are replacing the Dam and Water distribution.  Mayor Roll stated the Dam project is separate from the main replacement and the PRV Stations.  

Paul Burnham of Morison-Maierle explained why we need to build a Dam and had hand outs on the Dam replacement with alternatives.  Paul explained the difference in cost of the dam replacement verses getting good ground water to the city.  

Mrs. Lawrence asked how they know if there is not enough ground water up around the Dam site.  Mr. Burnham stated that is something the city would have to do in exploratory drilling.  Ryan Jones stated that they were relying on previous data to determine if the results were viable and also spoke about the costs for power at the site along with the cost of punching in the wells.  

Mr. DC Orr asked why no one was talking about hydropower.  Mr. Jones stated that there has been a feasibility study on the hydro power and it is an option in the future.  Mr. Jones stated that the Dam would be set up to accommodate  hydropower in the future if the city ever wanted to set it up.  There was a discussion about the feasibility of trying to resurface the existing Dam.  Mr. Orr felt refurbishing the existing Dam was a better idea.  Mayor Roll stated that refurbishing the existing Dam was not cost effective.   Mr. Orr also commented on a JUB report that was looking into contaminated ground water.  Mr. Orr asked if DNRC required that the gate in the Dam become operational.  Mr. Jones stated that in the DNRC report they stated that the gate in the Dam be operational.   Mr. Hammons stated that the gate was still not operational.  Mayor Roll stated the exhibits would be put up around town and there would be more meetings in the future.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:42pm.
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