APPROVED

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2012 @ 5:30PM
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS @ CITY HALL

Mayor Roll called the meeting to order @ 5:32pm.    

Mr. Bischoff, Mrs. Benson, Mrs. Desch, Mrs. Williams, Mr. Olsen and Mrs. Lawrence were present.  John Weikel from Montana Rural Water was present and Paul Burnham and Ryan Jones from Morrison-Maierle were also present.  


John Weikel from Montana Rural Water, the council and mayor discussed the need to increase water rates to bring revenues up to bear the expenses for the Water O & M and the increase needed for the water distribution and dam project.  The total increase that John Weikel calculated for the council is $15.45 at this time although other variables could change this total as the project gets nearer.  Because there is no way to be sure what the exact total will be and because the council did not want to burden the water users with the whole $15.45 increase at this time the council decided to raise the water rates in increments.   Mr. Bischoff made a motion to increase the water rates $7.00.  Mrs. Williams seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Mr. Olsen voted against the increase.  
This increase would be added to the basic water rate charge for ¾” water meters and calculated with a percentage increase for all other sized meters and commercial meters.  $3.89 of the increase is to bring the water fund up to being self sufficient and $3.11 of the increase is to be used toward the loan payments from the future water distribution and dam project. 




Mr. Campbell of Libby stated to the council that he felt the council should just go ahead and increase the water rates at the $15.45 increase.  Mayor Roll stated that he and the council wanted to make it easier on the water users by increasing in increments.   


Paul Burnham also talked to the council about the project.  John Weikel let the council know that whatever increase the council decided on would go favorably for the USDA Loan/Grant that the City is depending on for the projects. 


The meeting was adjourned at 6:35pm. 
______________________                  Attest;        ________________________
Mayor Doug Roll



         Glena L. Hook, City Clerk-Treasurer
