UNAPPROVED

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2012 @ 5:30PM
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS @ CITY HALL

Council President Bill Bischoff called the meeting to order @ 5:30pm and led the pledge of allegiance.    

Mr. Bischoff, Mrs. Benson, Mrs. Desch, Mrs. Williams, Mr. Olsen and Mrs. Lawrence were present.  City Clerk-Treasurer Glena Hook was also present.  


Mr. Bischoff stated the special meeting was called to hear Councilman Olsen’s concerns.  Mr. Bischoff stated the council would address Mr. Olsen’s concerns and answer his questions.  Mr. Bischoff stated that this was a Special Council Meeting and would not be run like a Regular Council Meeting but that he would open the floor up to the public at the end of the meeting for three minute comments each.  

Allen Olsen stated he had a list of concerns.  Mr. Olsen stated his first and foremost concerns were that all had read the emails and Doug’s letters in the paper.  Mr. Bischoff stated they could not speak for the mayor and ask Mr. Olsen to go ahead and voice his concerns.  Mr. Olsen said first of all was, getting on a committee.  Mr. Olsen stated he was an elected official elected by the people and Doug Roll does not have that right to keep him off the committees and if Doug Roll thinks he has that right then you have the right to take it over and appoint committees too.  Mr. Bischoff stated there had been some discussion about whose committees they actually are.  Mr. Bischoff stated he tried to do some research on it and had asked the former mayor how the committees got started, also Mr. Reintsma has given some comments on it.   Mr. Bischoff said what he thinks needs to be addressed is to get a formal policy in place that states how committees are formed and how are they appointed.   Mr. Bischoff stated he has discussed it with the mayor and he is willing to do that.  Mr. Olsen stated that was a good start.    Mrs. Benson commented asking Mr. Olsen if he remembered her personally calling him asking his opinion on the city center sign versus downtown in Libby and during that conversation Mr. Olsen asked Mrs. Benson about committees.  Mrs. Benson said she remembered asking Mr. Olsen to come down to city hall to find out what committees DC Orr was on and if they were left vacant and Mr. Benson stated Mr. Olsen said that was a good idea and then she has never heard back from Mr. Olsen.   Mr. Olsen stated he had no idea since the mayor doesn’t understand that I am a person sitting here and so therefore he had no answers as to if any committees are left open.  Mr. Bischoff stated there was one council person that did invite Mr. Olsen to her committee meetings.  Mr. Olsen stated he had heard from Barb Desch maybe six weeks into the job she said that Mr. Olsen was on the Sidewalk/Streets committee.  Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen if he had gone to any of the committee meetings.  Mr. Olsen said he had gone to the ones that he had been contacted about.  Mrs. Desch stated that in the paper Mr. Olsen said, “I understand I am suppose to be put on the sidewalk committee but I haven’t been yet.  No emails about meetings nothing.”   Mrs. Desch stated she personally called Mr. Olsen the very first meeting she had, having told Mr. Olsen that he was welcome to be on the committee because he was filling DC’s place and stated Mr. Olsen came to that committee meeting, but in the paper he said he didn’t.  Mr. Olsen stated that Mrs. Desch had never called him at all.  Mrs. Desch said yes she had.  Mr. Olsen said they were standing right here when Mrs. Desch asked if he was coming to that meeting.  Mr. Olsen said he didn’t know he was on a committee and Mrs. Desch stated yes he was.  Mr. Olsen said he had been to some committee meetings.  Mrs. Desch stated but in the paper you said you have not.   Mr. Olsen stated when he wrote that he hadn’t been invited to any committee meetings and he didn’t get to correct everything and said the last email he had inviting him to a meeting was dated April 9th, 2012 and that was a meeting with Alan Payne.  Mr. Olsen stated he had a record of every meeting that has been emailed to him.  Mrs. Desch asked Mr. Olsen if he had the email from February 28th written down.  Mr. Olsen stated no there was nothing written down and he was in court that day.  Mrs. Desch said she sent Mr. Olsen an email and told him that there was a committee meeting on March 2nd at noon for CTEP money and invited Mr. Olsen to come.  Mr. Desch stated Mr. Olsen responded and said that you would gladly be there.  Mr. Desch said Mr. Olsen wanted to know if she had a meeting on the 28th and Mrs. Desch answered no there was no meeting on the 28th it was set for March 2nd.  Mrs. Desch stated Mr. Olsen came to that meeting.  Mr. Olsen stated he did come to the one on March 2nd.  Mrs. Desch stated but yet in the paper Mr. Olsen stated otherwise and she had been waiting for Mr. Olsen to send in a correction stating he had been invited.  Mr. Olsen stated he was not going to send in a correction on that because he has not been emailed and half of the emails he had been sent he couldn’t open.  Mrs. Desch stated she had the emails and Mrs. Benson asked to look at them.  Mr. Olsen asked what about the streets when you and Jim Hammons rode around looking at the streets.  Mrs. Desch stated that was not a committee meeting.  Mr. Olsen asked am I on the committee.  Mrs. Desch answered you are on the committee.  Mr. Olsen asked so why are you having a committee meeting without everyone on the committee being asked to be there.  Mrs. Desch again said because it was not a committee meeting.  Mr. Olsen asked what kind of meeting was it.  Mrs. Desch answered that Corky and Jim wanted to show her the streets that they wanted to possibly work on.  Mrs. Desch stated Doug asked her to bring it up and she brought it to the council but there was no committee meeting.  Mr. Olsen stated he guessed he didn’t know what committee meetings were supposed to be about.   Mr. Bischoff stated that Mr. Olsen admitted that he did go to a few committee meetings and asked Mr. Olsen what some of his other concerns were.

Mr. Olsen stated another one of his concerns was that we have a mayor that will not allow someone to be on the agenda and why does Doug Roll alone set agendas.  Mr. Olsen stated it should be a council decision.  Mr. Bischoff stated he thought it was in the Charter that the mayor sets the agenda but there might be a provision that the council could overrule that.  Mr. Olsen stated if there is a provision that he believes they need to start overriding if the council will back it up.  Mr. Bischoff stated that is why they were having this meeting tonight so they could hear all of Mr. Olsen’s concerns and they could deal with them and answer them.  Mr. Olsen stated he believes every person should have a say whether it be good or bad.  Mr. Bischoff stated comments are allowed twice during a Formal Meeting either to comment on things on the agenda or that are not on the agenda.  Mr. Bischoff stated that the agenda is set by the mayor and if the council wishes to they could overrule it, but we called this special meeting so you could voice your concerns.   Mr. Olsen stated so if you have decided not to allow someone on the agenda the mayor or the council why would that rule be made.  Mr. Bischoff stated that there was business that we take care of during normal meetings that people have comments that they want to make and they don’t have to be on the agenda.  Mr. Bischoff said there are two opportunities.  Mr. Olsen stated he was asking about the agenda not the minutes they get to speak.  Mr. Olsen asked why, should anybody in our community be stifled.  Mr. Bischoff stated if it is an issue that council needs to deal with it should be put on the agenda.   Mr. Olsen stated one of his problems was that at the last council meeting he wanted to add to the minutes and made a motion to correct the minutes and they were not corrected.  Mr. Bischoff stated council didn’t agree with your motion so it died from lack of second.  Mr. Bischoff stated we are not always going to agree with your motions and you are not always going to agree with my motions.   Mr. Bischoff stated he did not remember what Mr. Olsen stated in the motion to be what was stated at the meeting so he did not agree with adding it to the minutes and he did not want the minutes to be falsified.  Mr. Olsen agreed that he did not want the minutes falsified either. 

 Mr. Olsen stated he did not know if this was a motion yet because of the confusion of last week with him not getting his agenda package when he thought it should be in his box.    Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen when he got his agenda packet.  Mr. Olsen stated he did not get his agenda package until 10 or 10:30 Monday morning.  Mr. Olsen stated he came in on Friday and the only thing he had in his box was a check.  Mr. Olsen stated that was the only thing he has received in his box for two weeks.  Mr. Olsen stated he was told that maybe it was taken out of his box and asked why, don’t we make a motion to have the agenda packages in the boxes by 12:00noon on Fridays.  Mr. Bischoff said he thought they normally are.  City Clerk Glena Hook stated that she was positive they were in the boxes by 12:00noon on Friday and stated she thinks what was said at the last meeting was that Mr. Olsen said that everybody had their packet on Thursday except for him.  Mr. Bischoff corrected Mrs. Hook and said it was Mr. Orr who said that Mr. Olsen had told him that.  Mr. Olsen stated that he came in on Friday morning and there were 5 orange envelops in everybody’s box but his.   Mr. Olsen said he wasn’t sure if they were agenda packages or not.  Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen to go see Glena Hook if his packet was not in his box in the future.  

Mr. Olsen stated another big issue he has is the secrecy at the OU1 project.  Mr. Bischoff asked what secret.  Mr. Olsen asked how many times, had he asked to look at the sprinkler bid and get some input.  Mr. Bischoff stated there were no bids and that requests for proposals were put out.  Mr. Olsen asked how you put out a proposal when you don’t have a map.  Mr. Bischoff stated they looked into it and felt it would be better to let the design be part of the proposal by the sprinkler people.  Mr. Olsen stated he had tried to get the map.  Mr. Bischoff said the map of the park is everywhere.  Mrs. Lawrence stated the proposals came in last week she believed.  Mr. Olsen said he didn’t know about it and Mr. Bischoff said he didn’t either and that it would be discussed at the next council meeting.  Mr. Olsen stated he had asked for records on what the tree board has done in the last x amount of years.  Mr. Olsen stated he could not get that record from Vicky.  Mrs. Lawrence stated all the records of the tree board and all the stuff that they have done you can get at City Hall.  


Another one of Mr. Olsen’s concerns is why we are not being honest about the road being built up at the dam.  Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen what, are we dishonest about.  Mr. Olsen said the only thing the public knows that I have talked to is that Noble will get a $50,000 check.  Mr. Olsen stated that you couldn’t tell him that the county and city has not spent a whole bunch of money that no one is being informed of.  Mr. Bischoff stated the only thing he was aware of was that the county was helping haul some rock but that the county has not put any money into it.  Mr. Olsen stated he went up there Monday morning and there were 7 pieces of equipment up there.  Mr. Olsen stated one was Noble’s, 3 or 4 was the county’s and a couple was the city’s.  Mr. Olsen stated that they were putting $50,000 worth of fuel, oil and filters into that job and it is not just a $50,000 road.  Mr. Olsen asked what, has the city spent on this not counting the $50,000 that Noble is gettings but for labor, wages and fuel.  Mr. Bischoff said the county has not given any money but that the county and city have always exchanged equipment.  Mr. Olsen asked who was paying for all of it.  Mr. Bischoff said the county and city trade services.  Mr. Olsen stated he didn’t feel that everyone was being open with the public on the Dam road.  Mr. Bischoff stated he thought they were.  Mrs. Benson stated she needed more information than what Mr. Olsen feels and she agreed that the city and the county trade certain equipment and work together.  Mr. Olsen said there was a whole lot of taxpayers’ dollars being spent.  Mr. Bischoff stated we are spending money on salaries of the employees and fuel costs and that Mr. Olsen had been told all that.  Mr. Olsen said no, he hadn’t been told any of it.  Mr. Bischoff stated we pay wages and fuel charges but don’t isolate every project.  Mr. Olsen stated it wasn’t all for free and someone was paying for it and felt it needed to be specified in the road that is being built.  Mr. Bischoff stated he thought they had 100%.  Mr. Bischoff stated it has been mentioned numerous times that the county was going to help us haul rock and the city crews were going to do as much work as they could to save the cost of hiring a contractor.  Mr. Bischoff stated it was talked about at the breakfast meeting that the city crew was going to work all weekend because if they lost their opportunity of getting the road done this weekend we would have had to put the drilling off until October of this year because of the scheduling of the drilling business.  Mr. Olsen stated bottom line is you are spending a lot more on the road than $50,000.  Mrs. Benson commented that she still believes that with the city and county working together that we are actually saving taxpayer dollars in not contracting the whole road out for approximately $300,000.  Mrs. Benson stated with the county and city working together it is always to the benefit of the public and we are saving the taxpayer money by doing so.  Mr. Olsen disagreed with Mrs. Benson.  Mr. Olsen said he was thrilled when they can work together, but every person he had talked to about this Dam up there believes that we are spending $50,000 on a road.  Mr. Bischoff stated we are paying $50,000 out on a contract.  Mr. Olsen said yes but they are not stating that city dump trucks and county dump trucks are working on the road.  Mr. Bischoff said that had been stated many times and that it was a part of the City’s job.  Mr. Olsen said maybe if he came to the committee meetings he would be more knowledgeable on this stuff.  

Mr. Olsen wanted to know why the public never heard about the committee meetings.  Mr. Bischoff stated because the committee meetings were for the council.  Mr. Olsen said Mrs. Lawrence just walked in and said there is a planting at River Front Park tomorrow and that was the first he had heard about it.  Mrs. Lawrence stated that is because Mr. Olsen wasn’t at the Breakfast Meeting.  Mrs. Lawrence explained that the reason why she just announced it was so everyone would know.  Mr. Olsen asked then why was there no email.  Mrs. Lawrence stated she didn’t email anyone and that it was discussed at the Breakfast Meeting and Mr. Olsen was welcome to come tomorrow.   
 
Mr. Olsen asked why, does someone who comes in and asked for public records on anything get jerked around so much.  Mr. Olsen said he has gone to Glena and was told Vicky has the records and then he went to Vicky and Vicky says that Glena has the records on the tree board.   Mrs. Glena Hook stated she was not sure of what Mr. Olsen had asked her for.  Mr. Olsen stated he had asked for Tree Board information.  Mrs. Hook stated she did not have Tree Board information and stated she could tell Mr. Olsen what the Tree Board has spent and what they have put in for claims (bills).  Mr. Olsen stated he knows what they have spent.  Mr. Olsen asked if Mrs. Lawrence had a record of where the $118,000 had been spent.  Mrs. Lawrence gave Mr. Olsen a copy of where the money in question had been spent.  


 Mr. Bischoff brought up Mr. Olsen’s residence.  Mr. Olsen stated that was not his concern.  Mr. Bischoff stated that was what you originally wanted to discuss.  Mrs. Benson commented on Mr. Olsen’s residency.  Mrs. Benson stated she didn’t really know the facts so let’s discuss the facts.  Mrs. Benson stated prior to the election you have been living at your home on Hwy 2.  Mr. Olsen stated he didn’t know who told her that but he didn’t.  Mrs. Benson asked Mr. Olsen when, he started moving into the city limits.  Mr. Olsen said he didn’t plan on discussing his residency.  Mr. Bischoff asked why not.  Mr. Olsen stated he had nothing to discuss.  Mrs. Benson stated she wanted to understand the facts.  Mr. Bischoff stated that Mr. Olsen had said everyone is challenging his residency and said he thought Mr. Olsen should explain it.   Mr. Olsen stated he didn’t think it would matter if he explained his residency.  Mr. Olsen said he had a contract with his landlord back to June 2010 and that is how long he had been back and forth.  Mr. Bischoff stated but your primary residence is the city.  Mr. Olsen stated he didn’t know what primary means, but he went to the election lady and explained to her how often he lived at one place and how often he lived in the other and she said that is fine.  Mr. Bischoff stated they don’t make a determination on residency and when you register your saying that is your primary residence.   Mr. Olsen stated he didn’t change anything.  Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen if he changed his voter registration.  Mr. Olsen said no.  Mr. Olsen said he had his address and has had his address out on his Hwy 2 property for many years and he did not have to change his mailing address or anything.   Mrs. Benson said she could verify that Mr. Olsen filled out a voter registration card with the new Louisiana Avenue address in June of 2012.  Mr. Olsen stated if you go back in my emails my residency is not my concern.  Mr. Bischoff stated it was good to have the discussion as he did not understand it himself.  Mr. Bischoff stated as I understand it part of the year you live out on Highway 2 and part of the year you live on Louisiana Avenue.  Mr. Olsen stated anyone could challenge it.  Mr. Bischoff stated he was not going to challenge it and the mayor was not going to challenge it.  Mrs. Benson stated there were two criteria to being on the City Council, one being State law and she believes Federal law is to be 18 years old and the other is to reside in the city limits.  Mrs. Benson stated the confusion is that you have lived outside the city limits and now stating you live in the city limits but the current address where you live on Louisiana, the pipe broke so you are not there so is your intent live in the city limits so you can be on the city council?  Mr. Olsen stated he was still paying his rent at Louisiana Avenue.  Mr. Benson stated but you are not residing in the city limits.   Mrs. Benson stated it is not the council or mayor that you owe an explanation to, you owe the people who voted you into office and even the people who didn’t vote for you an explanation.    Mr. Olsen asked Mrs. Desch if she believed he lived in the city limits.  Mrs. Desch stated she had no idea where Mr. Olsen lived.  Mr. Olsen asked Mrs. Benson if she believed he lived in the city limits.  Mr. Benson stated she did not know where Mr. Olsen lived.  Mr. Olsen asked Mr. Bischoff the same question.  Mr. Bischoff stated he did not believe that Mr. Olsen was a resident in the city limits.  Mrs. Lawrence stated she did not believe Mr. Olsen was a resident.  Mrs. Williams stated she did not believe Mr. Olsen was a resident.   Mr. Olsen said then challenge it.  Mr. Bischoff stated it was up to the people to challenge it.  Mrs. Benson stated it is a fact right now that you are not living in the city limits because the house is not livable and asked Mr. Olsen if that was correct.  Mr. Olsen stated that is a fact.  Mrs. Benson asked Mr. Olsen then why doesn’t he rent another house in the city limits to make himself legal.  Mr. Olsen stated because he didn’t need to do that.  Mr. Olsen stated for 4 month guaranteed fact out of the year he was at his place out on the highway which is April, May, June and December.  Mr. Olsen said he couldn’t tell you how many days he stays at each residence.  Mr. Olsen said the people voted him in and know where he lives.  Mr. Bischoff stated he didn’t think most people knew where Mr. Olsen lived.  Mr. Olsen said it doesn’t say you have to reside in the city limits 365 days a year.  Mr. Olsen stated he goes back and forth continuously between the two residences.    Mrs. Williams stated by your own admission you moved out of the city limits so why do you not create the vacancy?  Mr. Olsen said all he could say was challenge it.  


Mr. Olsen said he had asked for information on River Front Park and never received it.  Mrs. Lawrence stated she had brought to several meetings maps and things that were discussed at the meetings about the park.  Mrs. Lawrence stated Mr. Olsen never made a comment in those meeting about the park or ever offered any ideas. Mrs. Lawrence stated she asked the council to look at the charge for the trees and any of those things and give comments.   Mrs. Lawrence read some of the minutes from January 10th stating, the council discussed the irrigation plans for River Front Park and Mrs. Lawrence discussed her vision for the park.  Mrs. Lawrence stated we also talked about the grassy knolls, rocks for the berms, restrooms, donations, flowerbeds, moving of fiber optics etc. and didn’t recall Mr. Olsen making a single comment at that meeting.  Mr. Olsen said he made a comment about Spruce trees.  Mrs. Lawrence stated her point is that Mr. Olsen is complaining about not having any opportunity to have input and stated Mr. Olsen could have asked questions and Mr. Olsen has not been shut out from meetings.  Mr. Olsen said are you telling me there has been no discussion about the park since that meeting.  Mrs. Lawrence stated there is discussion that goes on all the time and stated that the council does not micro manage everything that is discussed outside the meetings.  Mr. Olsen stated he had emailed Doug twice asking to be on the parks committee.  Mr. Olsen said the mayor is in violation of his duties.  Mr. Bischoff said there is no requirement that the mayor has to put anyone on a committee.    


Mrs. Benson stated that as far as public perception any time you put something in the newspaper it should be precise accurate information based on verifiable facts and without gross exaggeration.  Mrs. Benson stated she thought the public deserved nothing less than that.  Mrs. Benson stated that the Western News article dated May says “I understand that I am suppose to be put on the sidewalks committee, but I haven’t been yet, no emails about meetings nothing”.  Mrs. Benson stated she was looking at this verifying that it is a false statement, it is not precise, it is not accurate its’ gross exaggeration.  Mrs. Benson stated the email she was holding to Mr. Olsen was about cemetery/parks and was dated February and stated Mr. Olsen did attend meetings.  Mr. Olsen stated maybe he had his dates wrong, but that everyone knew he had been left off the committee meetings.  The rest of the council did not agree with Mr. Olsen.  Mrs. Desch stated she invited Mr. Olsen to be on her committee.  Mrs. Desch said she is now kind of regretting it because Mr. Olsen was lying in the paper stating he was not invited to be on any committees.   


Mr. Olsen also accused the council of going forward with a lawsuit against the float company without his knowledge.  The council did not agree with Mr. Olsen and Mr. Bischoff stated they discussed pursuing all the bad loans the city had in council meetings.  Mr. Bischoff said it was not a lawsuit but the city was trying to collect money owed on a loan.  Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen if he didn’t think the city should.  Mr. Olsen stated he thought the city should.  There was more discussion on the Golf course loan.  Mr. Olsen stated he asked for letters to the golf course from the city and had never got them.  Mrs. Benson had brought a copy for Mr. Olsen.  Mr. Bischoff stated he thought Allen was entitled to receive copies of any letters we send out.  


Mrs. Lawrence stated she had an email that was forwarded to her from the Western News blog site and it was from antlertreenursery@hotmail.com.  It was sent out June 4th.  Mrs. Lawrence read the email from antler tree nursery, Allen Olsen’s business  and it said, “ Is it wrong because I voted no on waving a $60,000 water bill for the Port Authority” etc. and Mrs. Lawrence wanted to asked council when did the council vote on the Port Authority water bill.  Mr. Bischoff stated he didn’t know if Allen Olsen was on the council yet.  Mrs. Lawrence stated it was dated June of 2011 and asked Mr. Olsen how is it that you can vote no on a decision that was made in 2011 as Mr. Olsen did not take office until January of 2012.  Mr. Olsen stated that decision was made while he was on the council.  Mrs. Lawrence stated no sir it wasn’t.  Mr. Olsen stated yes it was.  Mrs. Lawrence stated that decision was made in 2011 when Mr. Orr was on council and he voted on it.  Mrs. Lawrence stated her point is how, could Mr. Olsen possibly claim that he voted against something that was done in 2011.  Mr. Olsen said he guessed he missed his dates again.  Mrs. Lawrence stated it had nothing to do with the, date it has to do with the fact that Mr. Olsen claimed to have voted on it.  Mrs. Lawrence wanted to bring up another point that Mr. Olsen brings up frequently and read the comment as follows, “is it wrong to bring to the publics’ attention that council person Vicky Lawrence has spent over $100,000 of Lincoln County Grant money in Idaho, Plains and Thompson Falls with Rolls permission, when there are seven now six nurseries in Lincoln County.  I have told the council and mayor that I do not expect them to buy from me but what is wrong with the other 5 nurseries residing in Lincoln County.  This is only on trees that I know of hundreds and hundreds of thousands of dollars of our money leave this town every year, is it any wonder why our town looks the way it does.”  Mrs. Lawrence stated that people have said to her over the years why, don’t you defend yourself against these slanderous letters that Mr. Olsen has put in the paper.  Mrs. Lawrence wanted to show how they choose to defend themselves and it is not with slander or misinformation.  Mrs. Lawrence stated there was a letter to the editor published December 2011 in the Western News and the Kootenai Valley Record and read it to the council and public as follows, “There is misinformation circulating in our community that the Tree Board does not shop locally.  We wish to share with you that out of the $118,000 raised by the Tree Board in the City predominately through grant writing 85% or $100,430 has been spent locally.  This money was spent in businesses that provided both services and supplies to support the maintenance of all city trees young and old.” Mrs. Lawrence stated when she got the email that was from the Western News blog site she contacted the editor of the Western News and gave him a copy of this information.  Mrs. Lawrence said the editor had a conversation with Mr. Olsen last week and asked Mr. Olsen if he recalled the conversation.  Mr. Olsen answered yes the editor had told him that he had made $1400.  Mr. Olsen said he didn’t recall that.  Mr. Olsen stated he took a beating from the trees they had ordered and said they had declined the trees.  Mr. Olsen stated he did not get $1465 from the city.  Mr. Olsen said he ate that $1400 dollars.   Mrs. Lawrence asked are you saying you didn’t receive a check from the city for $1465.  Mrs. Lawrence said Glena could verify it and Mr. Olsen said I would love to see it verified.  Mr. Olsen said he was not going to set here and listen to lies from Mrs. Lawrence.  Mr. Bischoff stated he did not think Mrs. Lawrence was lying.  Mr. Olsen stated up to about 5 years ago Mrs. Lawrence had spent almost all grant money and Tree Board money out of town.  Mr. Olsen stated the only reason Mrs. Lawrence has been spending grant money in town is because he had brought it up to the public.  Mr. Olsen asked Mrs. Lawrence if she could document what she just gave him on the paper about where the $100,000 grant money was spent.  Mrs. Lawrence told Mr. Olsen he could go to City Hall and pull the claims to verify his question.  Mrs. Lawrence asked Mr. Olsen what data he had that shows the city had spent $100,000 worth of Lincoln County grant money in Idaho, Kalispell, Thompson Falls and Plains.  Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen how he expects to work together as a council when Mr. Olsen puts these antagonizing false statements in the paper.  Mr. Olsen stated how, do you think we should be working together when all of you guys seem to be attacking me.  Mr. Olsen stated he was willing to work with the public and the council.  Mr. Bischoff asked by putting in all these false statements in the paper?  Mr. Olsen said you are going to see a ton more of these statements if I don’t start getting some facts and answers.  Mrs. Benson said to Mr. Olsen you just said you may not have all the facts but I am going to keep putting it in the paper and stated that means the public is not reading factual information.  Mr. Olsen said they are going to know what I know.   Mr. Olsen said whether it is right or wrong I will pass it on to the public.  Mrs. Benson asked to hear that statement again.  Mr. Olsen said yes I will pass on what I know to the public.  Mr. Olsen said maybe I will look like a fool in the paper by reporting something that you guys all know is wrong but I believe it is right and the public should be informed.


Mrs. Benson stated she thought we could look at the policy on who sets the committees and look at the committees that DC was on and see what is vacant and discuss it.  Mrs. Benson stated she did know that Mr. Olsen had been invited to be on the street/sidewalks committee even though Mr. Olsen states otherwise and thinks we can look at a policy for committees.  Mrs. Benson stated she was also willing to open agenda item policy up for discussion.

Mr. Bischoff asked if there was anything else.  Mr. Bischoff stated he thought they had made some strides forward, the committee appointments we will look into.  Mr. Bischoff said he thinks we need to have a formal policy on committees.  Mr. Bischoff stated we have agreed to furnish any documents to Mr. Olsen that the council or mayor sends out.  Mr. Bischoff stated he felt there was still some disagreement  and what he is hearing from a lot of the council is that they don’t like to see these antagonistic things in the paper that are not true.  Mrs. Lawrence stated there is many times she disagrees with the mayor but she does not go to the papers slandering him.  Mrs. Lawrence stated she would say to his face her disagreement.  Mr. Olsen said, “You guys are ridiculous.”  Mr. Olsen said you thought the letter he put in the paper about me is OK?  Mrs. Lawrence stated she was saying she does not do that.  Mr. Olsen stated you have not said one thing about Doug’s email.  Mr. Bischoff stated that was not true and said Mr. Olsen and himself had a discussion about it and he told Mr. Olsen he would not have said it that way.  Mr. Olsen said that was the only comment he has heard about that email.  Mrs. Benson addressed Mr. Olsen and stated she made it very clear to the mayor personally that she did not appreciate that email.  Mr. Olsen said that was the first he had heard of it.  Mrs. Benson said she can talk to just the mayor when she needs to and stated she let him know that she will not participate in that kind of communication.  Mr. Olsen said he was glad to hear that.  Mrs. Benson said she believed that all of the council did that.  Mr. Olsen said he had not heard a word of it before now.  Mrs. Benson stated when she sends emails out to the water and sewer committee she sends them to Bill and Vicky because they are on that committee.  Mr. Olsen asked why.  Mrs. Benson said if Barb wants to set up a streets and sidewalk committee meeting I am going to get the agenda from Glena when it is set up but I don’t want her email that she sends out to the committee members asking are you guys available this night.  Mr. Olsen said he wanted them.  Mrs. Benson said you do get all the agendas.  Mr. Olsen stated no I don’t.  City Clerk Glena Hook stated that on committee meetings she emails all of the council and that she doesn’t look at the list to who is on what committee she emails everybody every agenda.  Mr. Olsen stated he had to take his computer in because he was not able to open half a dozen of Mrs. Hooks emails.  Mr. Olsen said he took his PC down to Alpha Computers and they told him that you guys were sending me corrupted files.  Mrs. Benson asked who Mr. Olsen visited with.  Mr. Olsen stated talked to Donna and another guy that he does not know his name.  Mr. Bischoff stated it may be that Glena is sending out the agendas in docx and it is a newer version of word and you don’t have that version.  Mr. Olsen said he asked Alpha Computers if it was possible that they can corrupt data and they told him that it would take a very smart computer person but it is possible.   Mr. Olsen stated the last six or eight emails he has gotten from the city are corrupt.  Mrs. Hook asked Mr. Olsen had he called even one time to tell her that.  Mrs. Hook stated that Mr. Olsen had not told her one time that he had not been getting the email she was sending him.  Mr. Olsen said he had an email that he had sent saying he was not getting the emails.  Mrs. Hook said she would like to see that because she has all her messages and there is not one from Mr. Olsen stating he could not open her emails.  Mr. Bischoff asked Mr. Olsen to email the corrupted emails to the council members and they can try and open them to see if they are corrupt and if it is corrupt on your computer then it should be corrupt on ours.  Mr. Olsen said he wouldn’t send them all but he would send a couple.  Mr. Olsen stated they come in scripted.  Mr. Olsen stated he was not a computer person and Mrs. Hook stated she was not either.  Mrs. Benson stated she didn’t feel anyone was attacked and the council has to become functional and find a way to communicate and work together.   Mrs. Benson said if Mr. Olsen is not receiving paperwork we are stating right now that you need to start getting it.  Mr. Bischoff said I think we have made it clear tonight that we will try and follow through to make sure Mr. Olsen gets everything.  Mr. Olsen said he would appreciate it.  Mrs. Hook stated that any council member was invited to come and look at her computer and see that Allen’s name is up there with everyone else’s and that it would be pretty hard to corrupt just Allen’s emails without corrupting everyone’s.  Mrs. Hook asked Mr. Olsen to please contact her if he gets an email from her that he can not open.  

Mr. Bischoff and Mr. Olsen both agreed that some progress was made.  Mr. Bischoff told Mr. Olsen that you are expecting council to cooperate and that Mr. Olsen should also cooperate with the council and maybe stop the antagonistic stuff.  

Judy Matott residing at 180 Parmenter Ave., Libby stated that she has gotten the impression that the City Council is a dysfunctional family and feels there is a personality conflict between the City Council members.  Judy Matott stated she thought the council should put their personality conflicts aside and work together.

 DC Orr residing at 1117 Nevada Avenue, Libby stated he wanted to commend all for getting together and trying to work together.  Mr. Orr stated what the council has done here is not proper.  Mr. Orr said Council President Bill Bischoff does not have the authority to call a Special Meeting that has to be called by the mayor or by two council people not my one council person.  Mr. Orr stated this was an illegal meeting.  It was not done according to the law that you guys swore an oath to uphold.  Mr. Orr said you guys don’t know what you are doing here and you proved it here tonight.  Mr. Orr said you did act like a bunch of little kids and you did make some headway also.  One thing Mr. Orr said he wished would have come up is that one night when you were doing the claims Allen requested some information on where the money was spent for trees $6,600.  Mr. Orr said Allen was called out of order on an issue that was not out of order and you guys would not answer his questions.   Mr. Orr stated that Mr. Olsen requested on two separate occasions to be on the agenda so this could be discussed with the mayor present.  Mr. Orr stated the mayor has put every last one of you in this position.  Mr. Orr stated you guys have made some headway but you have a long ways to go.  Mr. Orr stated that you guys need to work together to make sure that there is active participation in your deliberation.   Mr. Orr said the council was leaving the public out and he voted for Allen Olsen and when you don’t give him the information he needs to make the decisions he has to make you are taking away my active participation.  Mr. Bischoff stated he wanted to make one comment that he did check with the city attorney and there is no illegal meeting tonight and that he does have the authority to call it.  Mrs. Benson stated she thought this meeting was to Allen’s benefit and the council needed to visit with him without the mayor present.  Mrs. Benson said she feels they have proven that there has been some gross exaggeration.  

Michael Shock residing at 1321 Louisiana Avenue, Libby, stated he ran for city council two years ago.  Mr. Shock stated he sees beginnings here tonight.  Mr. Shock said rest assured there is no such thing as a fair trade off between the county and the city.  He stated you need to be accountable.  Mr. Shock said fuel costs are a matter of public record and insists on public record because he checked and will check as a matter of public record now are the expenses going out for the City of Libby.  Mr. Shock said you have to start somewhere because you have another election coming up and the same people should still be here if you are working together.    


Anita Shock residing at 1321 Louisiana Avenue, Libby thinks we made some headway and stated she tried to set here and be as impartial as possible.   Mrs. Shock feels we need to put the past behind us.  Mrs. Shock told Mr. Olsen he came on in January and she doesn’t care what happened before then between Allen and Vicky and told Allen that he needs to forward from then on.   Mrs. Shock stated you can’t make any progress if you keep dredging up the past.  Mrs. Shock stated if you are transparent everything is open and there should be no bickering.  She just hopes that all will try to work together.  Mrs. Shock stated we don’t like this going on in our city.  She wants the council to spend its’ energies to benefit the public.   Mrs. Shock said if you want our cooperation ask us and let us have some input and don’t waltz us off either.  

Mr. Olsen stated they are several newspaper people in the audience and he would like to see a whole lot more in the paper about the public meetings.


The meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm.  
______________________                            Attest;        ________________________
Bill Bischoff, Council President

           Glena L. Hook, City Clerk-Treasurer
