APPROVED

THE 1367th REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL WAS HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2012 @ 7:00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Mayor Roll who led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the public. 


Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. Olsen, Mrs. Benson, Mrs. Desch and Mr. Bischoff were present. City Attorney Jim Reintsma, City Administrator Jim Hammons and City Clerk Treasurer Glena L. Hook were also present. 

Prayer was offered by Tony Shaw of the Baptist Church.
Mr. Bischoff made a motion to approve the minutes from the Regular Meeting February 6, 2012, Special Meeting February 6, 2012 and Special Meeting February 9, 2012.  Mrs. Lawrence seconded the motion. Motion Passed. Mrs. Lawrence made a motion to add to the Special Council Meeting of February 6, 2012 as follows; The Presentation included the urgency of choosing a road construction option and the concerns that Rural Development has with our raw water transmission line and the leaks in the city water distribution system.    Council will meet Thursday, February 9, 2012 to make a decision on the road option.   Mr. Bischoff seconded the motion.  Motion Passed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Cemetery/Parks; None

Fire; Mayor Roll had a Fire report from Chief Wood to be filed with the minutes.

Resolutions/Ordinances; None

Personnel; None

Building; None

Water/Sewer; None

Budget/Finance; None

Police; None

Lights/Streets/Sidewalks; None 

City Administrator; Jim Hammons stated the EPA is starting tomorrow to move rock at OU1 for the Rip Rap and should be done in about a week.  Mr. Hammons also stated that a sander that the city did not use anymore was traded for the rent on the rock separator (grizzly) for use on the road to the Dam project.

Finance; City Clerk stated that the December reconciliation was finished and asked who would like to go to the Billings Institute this year. 
HEAR THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES

None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS

Pam Peppenger, Nordicfest Parade route and street closure September 7, 8, & 9, 2012; Pam Peppenger stated that the Nordicfest Parade time has changed to 11:00am.  Ms. Peppenger stated instead of going down California Ave (Highway 37) they would like to go down second street up past the Care Center and the Hospital, making it easier for those that don’t normally get to see the parade, and then bringing it back up on Louisiana and the Blvd. Ms. Peppenger asked for Louisiana to be closed off for an hour during the parade.  Mayor Roll stated he would like to talk to the ambulance people and take a look at the area before making a decision.  It will be decided at the next meeting.

Terry Oedewalt, Tennis Courts; Terry Oedewalt spoke to the council about putting in the backboard at the tennis courts.  The backboard was approved at the October 10th  2011 meeting.  The lease will be amended by City Attorney, Jim Reintsma, to include the extra space needed for the backboard.  
COUNCIL ACTION/DISCUSSION

Approval of Business Licenses received to date; Mr. Bischoff made a motion to approve the Business Licenses received to date.   Mrs. Desch seconded the motion.  Motion Passed 

Water rates; Mayor Roll asked the council to look at their hand outs on water rates.  Mayor Roll stated the one column, lost revenue of $3.14 per month, is the shortfall in revenues in the water fund.  Mayor Roll stated it comes out to about $78,000 a year of revenue.  Mayor Roll stated his idea was to use some of the IP money of $200,000 that the city receives yearly.  Mayor Roll’s idea is to use $70,000 or $80,000 per year to make up the shortfall in the water fund and keep from having to raise the water rates for now and soften it for when we do have to raise rates for the dam project in the future.  Mayor Roll asked the council to think about it.

City Budget; Mayor Roll talked about the budget and told the council that for many years we have been going farther and farther behind in the general fund.  Mayor Roll stated we have cut man power over the years and are running pretty thin.  Mayor Roll stated what we have been doing is using our Street Maintenance, Sprinkling and Fuel Tax budget to make sure we could deal with what we have.  Mayor Roll asked the council to look at the budget and keep it in mind that we need to find another source of revenue or some way of getting something going here. There was a discussion on the budgets and budget amendments.  Mayor Roll asked the finance committee to look into it.  

Council Rules and Procedures; Mayor Roll stated he asked Barb to look into Council Rules and Procedures and asked Barb for their recommendations.  Barb Desch stated the recommendation on taking the minutes is to do summary minutes. Recommendation for limited time for council to talk is to limit the council to two three minutes sessions but if a longer time is needed the council may suspend the limit.  Mrs. Desch also stated the recommendation for keeping the recordings of the minutes is to keep the taped minutes for 3 months.  Mrs. Williams made a motion to approve the recommendations.  Mrs. Benson seconded the motion.  Motion Passed.  City Attorney, Mr. Reintsma is to write up the new approved recommendations to go into council rules and procedures.  Mr. Bischoff brought up that we should look into a CD recorder to replace the old cassette recorder we use to tape the minutes.    
HEAR FROM THE PUBLIC LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES

Bill Silva, 10465 Hwy 37, Libby, spoke to the council about his concerns with Libby’s water source.  Mr. Silva stated in 1978 Don McCracken wanted to drill 3, 10 inches wells and do away with the reservoir.  Mr. Silva stated it was just a matter of time before DEQ would condemn the  reservoir like they have done in Idaho.  Mr. Silvia suggested that Morrison-Maierle look into the probability of putting in wells for Libby’s water source.   .  

   
  Paul Burnham of Morrison-Maierle, 125 School House Loop, Kalispell, stated that wells for Libby water have been looked into extensively. Paul stated that a study was done in 1990 by JUV Engineers and a subsequent study in 1993.  These studies found that there is not enough water production in the area where the wells would have to be put.  Mr. Burnham stated the dam option cost about 8 million, 8.5 million including the road.  The well option far away from the city would need transmission main, power etc. and would cost about 5 to 7.5 million dollars.  Paul stated comparing the two you are in the same ballpark.  Mrs. Benson asked about DEQ and disallowing surface water down the road.  Paul stated that Rural Development is in support of the dam project and maintaining the city water treatment system, so there is a lot of support from that agency.  Mayor Roll stated that the disallowed surface water was in Idaho.  

Ryan Jones of Morrison-Maierle, 125 School House Loop, Kalispell, spoke about the Flower Creek Dam Project and suggested that the project be put on each agenda from now on.  Ryan stated drilling can begin in May as long as the stream flows are down and the access road and pad are completed, along with executed contracts and agreements.    
ADJOURNMENT

Meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm.
_________________________
            Attest; ______________________________


Mayor Doug Roll                                                       City Clerk Glena L. Hook
