City Administrators Report
June 4th 2012


Riverfront Park Sewer Main

On May 10th the City of Libby street crew with help from PRI, started work on the sewer main at Riverfront Park. This main was tied into the city’s existing sewer man hole next to the DTSAR building. The project consisted of laying 95 feet of 12 inch and 590 feet of 8 inch sewer main, placing three concrete manholes, bedding with 4 inches of sand and back filling with common soil. EPA provided the common soil.

City crews dug the first 95 feet and laid the 12 inch main to the first manhole and PRI dug the remaining distance. All the material that was removed from the trench was hauled to the W.R. Grace Mine site. After the line was laid, city workers bedded the pipe with sand and back filled the trench to within 18 to 20 inches of grade. Orange fencing was then placed in the trench as a warning marker for future digging in the area.

PRI then came and back filled the trench to grade with common fill and will complete the area with topsoil. The two dry wells for the DTSAR parking lot will be placed next. We had to order another dry well from Flathead Concrete. We were short one section for the sump near the road.

All the utility work should be done by the 1st of June. Flathead Electric will have a new transformer placed on the pole for any additional power needs in the area for the park. Strom Electric placed a new power service near the property line at the northwest end of the park. From there, lines will be fed underground for power to the pavilion and any other future power needs.  


Flower Creek Dam

Mother Nature has been quite active this spring and it has really taken a toll on the road near the Flower Creek Dam site. Excavation has been hampered by all the rain the last couple of weeks, but progress has still been made. When excavation is completed, fabric will be laid in place and covered with the 2” screened material for the road base. Corky has been up at the site on and off for the past 3 weeks screening the material for the pad and road. 

The pad area is excavated to grade and will be compacted with more of the same material as the road. A special geo grid fabric is required to be placed in order to hold the base material together. This will aid in supporting the large crane and other equipment that will be used in the construction of the new dam.  

Brian Williams from NTL is hoping to mobilize equipment to the site by June 11th.  After an inspection of the site the area where the core drilling is to take place must be logged. This will have to be done on both sides of the creek. I contacted the USFS for a special permit in order to access the site from the other side. They will have the paper work ready next week.

Once the road is completed and the logging finished, the large crane will be brought in and placed on the pad. From there, the crane will lower a core drilling platform into the canyon and start drilling. 

WWTP Update

The crew at the WWTP is still experiencing problems with the operation of the new screw press. On the 16th of May, the press would not start up. The sludge pump, that was put in to transfer sludge from the digester, was not working. 

For the past 3 months the pump has been having issues ramping up and down. At first it was thought that the problem was in the electrical programming of the press. After Devin Bucher came and looked it over, the issue may be with the existing panel in the plants control room.

Kurt Shaw from Huber will be here this week to work on the problem. Also Devin will be on hand so if anything happens like this in the future, we will have someone we can call to come over to work on it.

Splash Pad

Levi Thompson has started work on the new improvements for the splash pad. Fill has been brought in and compacted for the new concrete apron around the existing pad. Levi said they hope to start pouring the cement this week or next depending on the weather.

I spoke with Forest Black about the electronic control, and Tony Berget is having a metal box built to house the unit in. Forest will get the controller installed once the box is in place.  

Departments

This past month has been really busy for crews in all departments. The sewer line at the park took about 2 weeks to complete. While this was going on Corky and one other person were working up at the dam site screening rock for the road. Both the street crew and water distribution were dedicated to these projects.

The cemetery/parks crew worked hard getting the cemetery in shape for the Memorial Day weekend. They did a great job, despite having to mow in the rain. 

The crew at the WTP has been busy working on the annual CCR (Consumer Confidence Report) report. This is required by DEQ and has to be published in the local newspaper. The new compressor for the plant has finally arrived, and will be installed soon. 

The new “Campground Hosts” are here. Marlys and Butch Urdahl who are originally from Libby but spend most of their retired time traveling. They are very excited about spending the summer at Fireman’s Park. They have a lot of energy and ideas they want to invest in the park.

Jim Hammons   

