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WWTP Update
On April 10th we had our walk through with Rural Development for “substantial completion” on the waste water plant upgrades. Karen Sanchez, Dan Johnson and Lad Barney from RD, along with Terry Richman and Denise Hansen from Morrison & Maierle and Jeff Smith from Shannon Industrial were here to do the inspection of the UV system and the press.
The UV system has been up and running since September of last year. The system is working fine except for a problem with the algae building up in the contact basin. The screw press is up and running as well. The crew is still learning things as they become more familiar with the press.
During the walk through, all parties were in agreement that substantial completion has been met by the contractor as defined in the contract documents. The paperwork will not be signed until Shannon gets a total amount for the last change order (#7) that was revised for the polymer pump.
 There are still some loose ends to tie up before “final completion” of the project can be signed off. There will be a final punch list that will have to be addressed. The warranty period will start once everyone is in agreement that the project is performing to the standards set in the contract documents.

Splash Pad
Well it’s almost that time of year again to be thinking about those hot summer day. We have been working on the last details of getting the splash pad wired and ready. The electrical conduit and panel are in place and the wire should be fed to the panel soon.
While Corky and I were looking at the pad, we discussed the problems we may encounter in the future with the pad. One is the issue of keeping the pad and surrounding area clean and free of mud. 
After some thought on how to keep the pad and area from becoming a muddy mess, I put together a rough drawing ( See Attached) and contacted a few local contractors to get estimates on the cost to see if this is something we could or want to have done.
The state requires a 5’ fence around the splash pad. If an additional 5’ concrete apron was added to the outside of the existing pad, a fence could be constructed on the very outside edge of the apron. There would be room for benches inside the fence to allow parents of small children to be close by.
Having the fence with two entry points to the splash pad, with gates, would prevent the area from becoming muddy and protect the grass around the pad area.  Again, the idea is to keep the splash pad area clean and protect the area around the pad and also to comply with the State requirements. I hope to have estimates soon and will pass them on to the Mayor and Council.

Riverfront Park
I met with Rob Burton, from PRI regarding the sewer line installation in the park. It was scheduled to be done in April. Due to the road being removed, towards the end of the project, the sewer line was delayed until May 10th. PRI asked that we do the sewer line in phases. It’s not feasible for the city to bring in equipment for a couple days then stop, move on to something else and then have to return. We explained our situation and all agreed it would be more productive to do the project all at once. 
The utilities at the northwest end are just about in place. Flathead Electric will move their pole and Strom Electric will reattach the wiring to the pavilion and sprinkler system. PRI will be repairing the sprinkler system, near the boat ramp, that was damaged during the placement of rock on the river bank.  
   
Departments
The water treatment plant has a new employee. Justin Clemons transferred from the street shop. He is excited about his new position and is looking forward to the challenge of the operations of the plant. Chris Swensen and Jeff Haugen have adjusted their schedules in order to train Justin. They have been splitting the weekends and then monitoring at night in order to have a certified operator covering the plant 24/7. Justin is training at a good time; the high water has been a real challenge for the operators, with the high turbidity.
Down at the wastewater plant the crews have been removing all the sludge that had accumulated over the winter months. Now that the drying beds are empty, the crew have a dump truck parked under the shoot from the press. The new press produces about 2 dump truck loads of sludge a week. 
Street crews have been screening material at the Flower Creek Dam site for the construction pad. The material that was hauled to the site had too much large rock and had to be screened down to a small size in order to meet the degradation in the specs for the pad. They have also installed over a 1000 feet of silt fence to keep erosion problems from happening at the site. 
On April 30th the Fire Department began their biannual hydrant flush. Steve Lauer from the Fire Department and Lee Van Alstine with the city did the work. We only received a few calls of “Rusty” water from folks that were not aware of the hydrant flush taking place. But as we expect, each year when we flush the hydrants, we have a few leaks. The largest one was on the corner of Mineral and 4th Street. (See photo) The hole was about 1 and ½ inches in length. Hopefully there won’t be more.  
Jim Hammons


   
