APPROVED MINUTES
The City Council held meeting #1559 on Monday, December 21, 2020, in the Council Chambers at City Hall.

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Brent Teske.
The Pledge of Allegiance was completed, and Roll Call commenced. Present were Mayor Teske, Mrs. Williams (via Zoom), Mr. Beach (via Zoom), Mr. Dufficy, Ms. Smith, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Zimmerman (via Zoom) and City Clerk/Treasurer Mr. Sikes. 
Mayor Teske welcomed all, and a prayer was offered by Mr. Tom Cole.  
Approve City Council Meeting minutes for #1558 dated 7 December 2020. Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve and Councilor Beach SECONDED.  
Mrs. Williams, Mr. Beach, Mr. Dufficy, Ms. Smith, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Zimmerman voted FOR. 
MOTION PASSED. 

Announcements:
Mayor Teske wished everyone a Merry Christmas full of joy and hoped all would enjoy the season with family and friends.

Committee Reports:
City Administrator’s Report: None. 
Fire:  None.
Police: None.
Resolution/Ordinances: None.
Lights/Streets/Sidewalks: None. 
Building: None. 
Water/Sewer: None. 
Zoning Commission: Councilor Smith reported that the Committee in having a meeting at 6 P.M. Monday 28 Dec. 2020 to review Residential A District at City Hall. 
Cemetery/Parks: None.
Finance: Mr. Sikes informed the Council that the Annual Financial Report is almost complete, and it should go out on the on the 23rd or 28th of December.
KRDC: Councilor Smith reported that the Committee is talking about several on-going projects such as the Ski Area and where to spend the State COVID-19 monies.
City-County Board of Health:  None.
Park District Manager: Mr. Tony Petrusha, Recreational Project Manager, read through the end of year report on the progress of Cabinet Country Consulting. The reading included how the Libby Pool Project was to be on the ballot in November of 2020, but had been derailed due to COVID-19 and was now restricted to quarterly teleconferences. Mr. Petrusha included comments on the progress of the Greater Libby Area Trail Plan informing the Council that no further monies had to be allocated as there is sufficient funding currently assigned.  
Councilor Smith brought to Mr. Petrusha and the Council’s attention that it is odd to bill Errors and Omissions Insurance to a client as the insurance policy is part of the consulting business itself. 
Mr. Petrusha stated that the billing could be renegotiated into the contract and Ms. Smith again reiterated that it is not standard practice to bill that insurance in the current manner. Mr. Petrusha stated that the reason for the insurance is to fulfill contractual needs and could be addressed in the future contract. Mayor Teske informed the Council that further discussion will be held during the New Business portion of the Meeting.   
   
Public Comment on Non- Agenda Items:   
Mr. Tom Cole of Libby approached the podium to speak about the Live Nativity Scene on the 19th and 20th of December 2020 held in Libby on Hammon Ave. It was Tom’s belief that this event could be comparable to the Car Show and Rodeo in bringing people and revenue into the Libby Community. 
Mayor Teske agreed that the attendance was impressive with both lanes being full for blocks around the event.

New Business:
Approve Independent Contractor Agreement for Lincoln County Park District Manager through January 31, 2023
Mayor Teste read through the Independent Contractor Agreement for Lincoln County Park District Manager through January 31, 2023. As to the previous discussion, Mr. Petrusha stated that he would change the hourly rate charged to cover the insurance cost. Mayor Teske declared this item tabled until changes are made in the contract. Mr. Dufficy asked the cost of Errors and Omissions Insurance to which the Mayor answered $941.00 annually.



Approve Inter-local agreement for upkeep and improvement of the Libby Community Tennis and Pickle Ball Courts. 

Mayor Teske read through the Inter-Local Agreement for the upkeep and improvement of the Libby Community Tennis and Pickle Ball Courts mentioning that many changes had been made to the document in the past which made it difficult to locate. When asked by Mayor Teske, Mr. Chisholm stated that there were no legal problems identified within the agreement. Mr. Teske noted that the next steps for the Agreement is Council approval then onto the County, Schools and Parks for approval.

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve and Mr. Beach SECONDED.   

Ms. Smith questioned the County’s role in the Agreement as a signing party. Mayor Teske answered that the County was financially involved and was a signing party since the beginning. Councilor Smith questioned if the County could still pay and not be party to the Agreement to which Mr. Chisholm answered in the affirmative.  

Councilor Williams added that the County was originally part of the Agreement recognizing county residents utilizing the courts. Mayor Teske agreed that the Agreement was set up in the beginning so that the County was a financial contributor only. Councilor Smith stated that any party could terminate from the Agreement mentioning that all parties belonged on the Agreement except for the County questioning why entities always do things the same way. Mayor Teske commented that if the County was exempted, the money may be pulled adding that the County may use the Agreement as a reminder for payment.

Councilor Taylor brought up Section III item C in the Agreement asking that since the City and Schools have insurance why does U Serve not provide insurance for activities. Mayor Teske read through the items in question asking Mr. Chisholm for an opinion. Mr. Chisholm commented that the City and Schools picked up the monetary obligations and U Serve provided the Services at no cost.

Councilor Williams was unsure as to why U Serve did not have insurance for the use and fundraisers that held, adding that the City should investigate this matter. Mayor Teske questioned if we should move forward or table the Agreement.

Councilor Williams MADE A MOTION to table the Agreement and Mr. Dufficy SECONDED. 

Mrs. Williams, Mr. Beach, Mr. Dufficy, Ms. Smith, Mr. Taylor, And Mr. Zimmerman voted FOR. 
MOTION PASSED and the Agreement was tabled. 

Approve renewal of Fraser Management and Consulting, PLLC. Contract
 Mayor Teske read the renewal of Fraser Management and Consulting. PLLC. contract. Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve the contract renewal and Mr. Dufficy SECONDED.

Councilor Smith commented that the City is getting a great deal with Mike Fraser as there is no charge for travel time or calls adding that Mr. Fraser is an asset that the City needs. The Mayor stated that Mr. Fraser is invaluable on contracts and comes to City Hall often to provide information and updates. Ms. Smith added that until an Engineer could be hired on the City staff Mr. Fraser should be retained.

[bookmark: _Hlk59530223]Mr. Chisholm noted that in Section 2 of Exhibit A of the Contract that “of causes shall be, in not greater,” should be changed to “of causes shall not be greater.” 

Mrs. Williams, Mr. Beach, Mr. Dufficy, Ms. Smith, Mr. Taylor, And Mr. Zimmerman voted FOR. 
MOTION PASSED as amended.
 
Approve all business licenses received to date.
Mayor Teske read through the business applications for Above and Beyond Roofing, Darby Lee Construction, Windy Cindy Janitorial and DRH Contracting. Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve the licenses and Mr. Dufficy SECONDED.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk59529886]Mrs. Williams, Mr. Beach, Mr. Dufficy, Ms. Smith, Mr. Taylor, And Mr. Zimmerman voted FOR. 
MOTION PASSED.

Unfinished Business:
City of Libby Wildlife Management Plan. Councilor Taylor informed the Council that Ms. Tonya Chilton from the MT FWP was attending the meeting via Zoom. Ms. Chilton thanked the Council for having her attend to give an update to the plan to dispatch and/or relocate deer within the City of Libby continuing to thank Mr. Taylor for helping to find a refrigeration truck to contain deer carcasses.


 Ms. Tonya Chilton briefed that the MT FWP had hired a deer trapping technician and had made preparations with the Food Bank to receive deer carcasses once negative CWD testing was confirmed. Tonya continued to speak as to the MT FWP being set up to start counting deer in a biannual survey starting next year to identify deer density within the City to make dispatch or relocation decisions.
Ms. Chilton mentioned that the FWP currently has a list of landowners that allow trapping but could use more options and areas as well as needing people to volunteer to count the deer. Mayor Teske offered that the City has some land that could be suitable for trapping then questioned if there was a trapping quota. Tonya confirmed that last year just under 70 were dispatched or relocated with the hopes for around 100 this next year.
Councilor Williams asked, if someone were interested, who would be contacted to assist the FWP also wondering how deer that are so mobile could be counted in the City. Ms. Chilton gave her work number of (406) 291-0568 and answered that the plan is to count using City blocking where the counter drives every other block counting in only one direction to get full coverage while not double counting adding that counting deer is not an exact science.
Counselor Beach questioned the numbers concerning deer harvesting and CWD for the year and if the trends were up or down. Tonya responded that the new numbers were not in but that it seemed that harvesting was roughly equal or higher while the positive CWD seemed a little lower. Mr. Beach requested if the next update could include areas where numbers were spiking which was agreed to as a good idea. 
IP Negotiations. Mayor Teske informed the Council that there was a Zoom chat with the EPA, DEQ and IP over the ground water but it had to be ended as IP wanted to go into negotiations to which it was determined was not the appropriate time.  
Approve location for vault toilet at the Cross-Country Ski Course. Mayor Teske informed the Council Mr. Petrusha was working on the vault’s structural plans.
 
General Comments from Council:
Councilor Dufficy brought up a Letter of Appreciation Mr. Hammons wrote from the City to Managhan’s Furniture for refurbishing the older wreaths downtown on California and Mineral Avenues recognizing the work and benefit to the City as they looked great. Councilor Smith added that the newspaper should be contacted. Mayor Teske noted that Mr. Stout from the Kootenai Valley Record was listening on Zoom.





Adjournment: 
Councilor Williams MADE A MOTION to Adjourn and Councilor Beach SECONDED.
Mrs. Williams, Mr. Beach, Mr. Dufficy, Ms. Smith, Mr. Taylor, And Mr. Zimmerman voted FOR. 
MOTION PASSED. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm. 


__________________                                Attest; ______________________
Mayor Brent Teske                                           Clerk/Treasurer Samuel Sikes
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