
APPROVED MINUTES 

The City Council held Council Meeting #1619 on Monday, December 19, 2022, in the 

Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Call to Order: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Peggy Williams. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was completed, prayer was by Bill Sonntag, roll call commenced. 

Present were Mayor Williams, Councilors Melissa Berke, Zach McNew, Kristin Smith, Hugh 

Taylor, Brian Zimmerman, Administrator Sam Sikes, Clerk-Treasurer Leann Monigold, and 

(via Zoom) Councilor Gary Beach and City Attorney Dean Chisholm.  

Mayor Williams welcomed all present. 

Approve Council Public Hearing Minutes dated December 5, 2022 and Council 

Minutes #1618 dated December 5, 2022:  

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve Council Minutes #1618 dated 

December 5, 2022, and Councilor Smith SECONDED.  

DC Orr, 1117 Nevada Ave, felt his wording for Council meeting #1618 minutes were 

inaccurate and wanted Council to consider that before voting. 

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Councilor McNew MADE A MOTION to approve Council Public Hearing dated December 5, 

2022, and Councilor Berke SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Announcements: Mayor Williams announced the next Council meeting would be Tuesday, 

January 3rd because the City is closed on the 2nd in lieu of New Year’s Day. 

Committee Reports: 

Administrator: Administrator Sikes reported for November 2022, 2 4-plex building 

permits were sold for $4154.00 bringing the totals to 24 residential permits sold, 18 roofs, 

1 garage, 2 siding, 1 fence, 2 building, and 2 commercial permits sold, 1 truck bay, 1 

remodel for a total to date of 26 permits for FY 23 totaling $16,700, and this time last year 

17 permits had been sold for $16,700.    

Zoning/Planning: Councilor Smith announced Zoning Commission will hold a meeting on 

Monday December 26th.   



Wildlife: Councilor Taylor reported receiving an email from Tonya Chilton-Radandt with 

FWP stating they will not start trapping deer, because of technique training, until the first 

of the year. If anyone is interested in having a trap put on their property inside city limits 

contact Tonya at 406-291- 0568. Councilor Zimmerman recommended placing a trap at 

Nevada and Oak St. in the dead end alleyway.  

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items: DC Orr, 1117 Nevada Ave, requested receiving 

more information with committee reports.  

Old Business:  None 

 

New Business: 

Approve Draft Resolution of Intention to adopt the City of Libby 2022 Growth Policy 

Update:  

Joel Nelson (via Zoom) stated the Planning Board adopted the Growth Policy Draft #2 on 

October 24th and was presented at the City Council Public Hearing December 5th, followed 

by Council review of comments received to date and added changes to the Draft Resolution 

of Intention at the December 5th Council meeting. Mr. Nelson explained, after receiving 

concerns, the Growth Policy Update is not intended for annexation and the map shown is 

the city limits with a one-mile doughnut surrounding those limits serving as a planning 

area. Annexation and city expansion is mentioned in the Growth Policy Update but is not 

the process for annexation and highlighted on the pages where it is mentioned. Mr. Nelson 

pointed out an error on page 4, first paragraph that should be underlined and not stricken.  

DC Orr, 1117 Nevada Ave, had not seen Attorney Dean Chisholm at a Council meeting in a 

year and believes he is in violation of his contract by attending meetings via Zoom and 

disagreed with Attorney Chisholm’s decision to turn Zoom off during the Executive Session 

and felt people may have been frustrated resulting in less people commenting because 

Zoom had been turned off.   

Mayor Williams read the Draft Resolution of Intention and changes throughout resolution 

for Council’s approval. Councilor Smith recommended the additional statement to number 

6, page 2 “while observing established building height limits” be removed because it 

sounds contradictive to the rest of the clause, Council was in agreement. Councilor Smith 

inquired if “Libby Area Community Garden” was the accurate name for the organization on 

number 6, page 4, after discussion of the name it was decided to make sure the 

organizations name is correct.  

 



Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve Draft Resolution of Intention to adopt the 
City of Libby 2022 Growth Policy Update with the two changes, and Councilor McNew 
SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Joel Nelson stated a memo was sent out with photographs of the Welcome to Libby signs 

and the Planning Board thought that was supposed to be replaced with a different 

Welcome to Libby sign showing the mountains at the top along with a few other pictures to 

be used.  

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to replace the Welcome to Libby sign photo with the 
one showing the mountains and add the other photos, and Councilor Zimmerman 
SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Approve the Memorandum of Agreement between City of Libby and Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Office regarding law enforcement services:  

Mayor Williams explained the Memorandum of Agreement is needed for the county to bill 

and receive payment for county officers who have been filling city shifts. Councilor Smith 

inquired about the incorrect date used on the Memorandum, Administrator Sikes 

explained, after working with Brent Faulkner and County Attorneys, Libby has been 

running in lieu of an actual agreement so the date had to be effective the date prior to the 

day the officers actually resigned for accountability for the County but the date the 

signatures are signed would be the current date it is signed.  

Mayor Williams noted the agreement states it would terminate June 30th, 2023 and would 

like to have it stated with agreement of both parties it could end prior to that date. Attorney 

Chisholm agreed a line could be added “OR the agreement may be terminated sooner upon 

the written mutual agreement between the parties” and wanted to note the Sheriff’s Office 

is required to provide law enforcement services for the entire county. Explaining cities and 

towns are required to have a police chief but not required to have any other employees and 

the counties are required to provide law enforcement services and to enforce state law 

inside the entire county. Advising whether there is an agreement the County is required but 

Council would probably like to see what is beneficial to both parties that would provided 

protection and security to citizens and do it officially to a cooperative process. Councilor 

Smith inquired what that would me in terms of compensation. Mayor Williams explained 

the officers that have filled those shifts to date are under the understanding they would be 



compensated for that and need to honor that decision, for the County to bill the city and the 

City to pay them there has to be a written agreement. Council discussed the wording for 

clause 17 to state the agreement can be extended or terminate with the agreement of both 

parties. Attorney Chisholm’s suggested wording “either party may terminate this 

agreement by providing the other 30 days written notice” and amount of payment is not 

specified. Council discussed proper coverage and would like to see what coverage would 

possibly cost.  

Council agreed to POSTPONE agreement.  

DC Orr, 1117 Nevada Ave, stated legal council had explained only a police chief was 

required, suggesting Council could disband the police force and just have a police chief and 

no memorandum would be needed and the County would be responsible.  

Approve Montana Sky proposal to update City phone system and internet:  

Mayor Williams stated an email was received from Ziply stating they could only 
accommodate City Hall and not interested in extend fiber to the other locations. Chris Selle, 

with Montana Sky, explained all numbers would be switched over except 4 that are emergency 

call-out numbers.   

Councilor McNew MADE A MOTION to approve Montana Sky proposal to update City 
phone system and internet, and Councilor Smith SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Approve Mayor to enter into Master Service Agreement with WWC Engineering: 

Administrator Sikes stated the City could not afford a fulltime planner so the best decision 

would be to contract it out and after several interviews a decision was made to go with 

WWC Engineering and explained the Master Service Agreement. 

Jeremy Fadness with WWC Engineering introduced himself and explained his background.  

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve Mayor to enter into Master Service 
Agreement with WWC Engineering, and Councilor Zimmerman SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

 



Approve WWC work order #1 to update the Subdivision Regulations: 

Jeremy Feness explained the changes in the subdivision regulations and phase 

development.  

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve WWC work order #1 to update the 

Subdivision Regulations, and Councilor Berke SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Approve WWC work order #2 for On-Call Planning Services: 

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve WWC work order #2 for On-Call Planning 
Services, and Councilor Zimmerman SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Approve all Beer, Wine or Liquor Licenses received to date:  

Black Board Bistro, Cabinet View Country Club, Libby Quik Stop, Mint Bar.  

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve all Beer, Wine or Liquor Licenses 

received to date, and Councilor McNew SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Approve all Coin Operated Licenses to date:  

Mint Bar.  

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve all Coin Operated Licenses received to date, 

and Councilor Zimmerman SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR. 

MOTION PASSED. 

 

 



Approve all claims received to date:  

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve all claims received to date, and 

Councilor Smith SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR. 

MOTION PASSED. 

Approve all business licenses applications received to date: 

Cash on Hand Coin Rings & Things, Grace Property Management, Grace Electronics, Heike’s 

Cleaning Service, and Millard Construction.  

Councilor Smith wanted it noted Cash on Hand Coin Rings & Things was an internet-based 

business.  

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to approve all business licenses applications received to 

date, and Councilor McNew SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR. 

MOTION PASSED. 

Unfinished Business:  

IP Settlement: Mayor Williams stated is being planned for sometime in February. 

LORA South Flower Creek/Old Snowshoe Recreation Development Plan: Mayor 

Williams stated the resolution has not been prepared but will reflect the changes as 

discussed.   

General Comments from the Council:  

Adjournment: 

Councilor Smith MADE A MOTION to Adjourn and Councilor Zimmerman SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR. 

MOTION PASSED. 

Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 8:27 PM. 

 

_________________________________________                    _______________________________________ 

Mayor Peggy Williams                                                         Clerk-Treasurer Leann Monigold 

 


