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APPROVED MINUTES 

The City Council held Council Meeting #1637 on Monday, September 18, 2023, in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Call to Order: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Peggy Williams. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was completed, roll call commenced. Present were Mayor 
Williams, Councilors Gary Beach, Melissa Berke, Zach McNew, Kristin Smith, Hugh Taylor, 
Brian Zimmerman, Clerk-Treasurer Leann Monigold, and (via Zoom) City Attorney Dean 
Chisholm.   

Mayor Williams welcomed all those present. 

Chief Ercanbrack introduced and swore in new Libby Police Of�icer Donald Luthey.  

Approve City Council minutes for meeting #1636 dated September 5, 2023:  

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve City Council minutes for meeting 
#1636 dated September 5, 2023, Councilor Beach SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Announcements:  

Mayor Williams and Councilor Smith announced the Forest Fair was this coming weekend, 
Friday from 2pm – 5pm.  

Committee Reports: 

Administrator: Mayor Williams stated Mr. Sikes has been putting in many hours at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant along with the two new employees and everything is running 
well, no big mishaps, spills, or �ines.   

Building: Mayor Williams announced a copy of the lease for Pure North was given to 
Councilor Beach. Updates are needed. Councilor Beach stated he would arrange a meeting 
with the Committee to review the lease.  

Water/Sewer: Councilor Zimmerman announced a Committee meeting would be coming 
up to review de�initions and wording needing updated for clari�ications for any projects 
coming up.   

Zoning: Councilor Smith announced the next Zoning Commission meeting would be 
Monday, September 25th. 
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Cemetery/Parks: Councilor McNew announced arrangements have been made with 
Flathead Electric, Police Department, and Ron Miller for Tuesday the 26th to remove the 
power pole in the Pocket Park and move forward with the project.  

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items:  

John Bebee, 704 E 9th St., commented he supports the old mill area being developed, living 
adjacent to the area, has concerns when strong winds blow a lot of dust coming from the 
area. Noble was using a water truck to keep the dust down and recommended other 
developers be aware of the dust being caused.  

DC Orr, 1117 Nevada Ave., disagreed with Mayor Teske’s past decision to not seek new 
council for IP Settlement and disagreed with Mayor Williams decision to approve the light 
on the �lagpole in the Cemetery after previously being given to the Cemetery Committee.  

Old Business:  None. 

New Business: 

Approve Resolution #2021, Lease Amendment Extending Existing Lease with 
Department of Revenue:  

Mayor Williams read Resolution #2021.  

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve Resolution #2021, Lease Amendment 
Extending Existing Lease with Department of Revenue, Councilor Smith SECONDED.  

Councilor McNew inquired if power, water, and sewer were broken down or included in the 
lease amount of $2781. Clerk/Treasurer Monigold stated the lease amount of $2781 is 
�igured out by square feet and includes all utilities and maintenance. Mayor Williams stated 
it is calculated at the States rate paid per square foot with expectations of a turnkey 
operation.  

DC Orr, 1117 Nevada Ave., inquired if there is any accounting for what the City pays for 
utilities, maintenance, and cleaning and are we making money from it. Mayor Williams 
commented, this building is not broken down into sections to track what utility uses are, 
leases are from square footage. Councilor McNew stated it is approximately $12 per square 
foot which above any commercial lease in the area.   

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Introduce new Residential Zoning updates:  

Mayor Williams explained this is the introduction for Residential Zoning updates on 
Residential Districts A, B, and C which was renamed A2.  
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Councilor Smith explained the Zoning Commission began modernizing the language for the 
Residential Districts two years ago. Three structural changes were made, 1.) The language 
was confusing, so it was modernized and structured based on typical industry language and 
how it �lows through a zoning district. 2.) Addressing issues in the community and to make 
clear what the expectations are for each district. 3.) To try and prevent some unwanted 
changes in certain districts.  

The last Commission meeting did not have a quorum, but support was unanimous from 
those present, and Councilor Smith was con�ident the other member will vote in support at 
the next Commission meeting so a formal recommendation can be presented to the Council 
and a presentation for a Public Hearing.  

A recommendation was made to rename Residential C to Residential A2 because it was not 
different enough in its performance standards for its use to have its own distinct label.  

Council Comments: Councilor McNew commented and had recommendations for the 
different zoning districts.  Residential A District, 1.) accessory uses states only one 
commercial vehicle may be stored on any lot, recommending there should be a de�inition to 
clarify what a commercial vehicle is. 2.) Garages and carports must be set back a minimum 
of 10 feet from frontmost face of house, assuming it refers to a detached one, stating many 
times architecturally it is found to the left of the front door as you come in, inquiring if that 
is current to architectural design. 3.) signs bearing the name of an occupation of an 
occupant shall not exceed one square foot per household recommending allowing the sign 
size to be increased because one square foot is rather small and the name McNew may �it in 
the space but a name like Zimmerman may not �it in that space. 4.) 17.12. 070 Accessory 
buildings industrial storage freight train containers are not permitted recommending 
looking into changing that because after following a lot of social media and architectural 
magazines the new high thing is turning storage containers into homes, and a local 
company is working on that to make accessory dwelling units. 5.) D. under Outdoor 
Features, Storage, and Temporary Storage, reading the statement, inquired where that 
should be parked because many residents have one, himself included, and do not feel it is 
fair for the resident with campers to not be able to store them on their property.  

Residential B Distinct, 1.) Same thing as before with Accessory Uses for garages and 
carports having a minimum of ten feet set back. 2.) Lot Area, reading the lot area 
requirements, inquiring where those measurement came from. Councilor Smith stated 
those already exist in our zoning ordinance. Councilor McNew recommended looking at 
that to see if it works for the current lot sizes. Council discussed the lot sizes. 3.) Setbacks B. 
and C. under Front yards, inquiring about parking structures and used examples of 
structures that may not be within requirements and would like to know where people are 
going to park, if the structure was to be built up it may go beyond the minimum square 
footage requirements and concerns of parking if the structure was built higher. 
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Councilor Smith explained in Residential B district there is a section that talks about 
apartment buildings and the ability to be 70 feet tall. Council discussed concerns about 
multi-family dwellings with increasing population and any concerns for Fire Department 
with the allowable height.   

Public Comments:  

John Bebee, 704 E 9th St., commented zoning should be representative of the people in that 
area and to keep in mind the cost, verbiage, and restrictiveness is burdening for people 
trying to meet all the codes.  

DC Orr, 1117 Nevada Ave., commented, belonging to a group called Strong Towns, they give 
advice on how regulations impact the development, taxes, and infrastructure in the town. 
Mr. Orr had concerns on how so many regulations at once can be burdensome to the town 
and recommended setting regulations over a period of time to research the impact it may 
have.   

Danielle Breedlove, 1302 Airth Ave., commented after watching Zoning meetings on Zoom, 
wanted to inform the Council she has noticed on more than one occasion the Committee 
was speaking down about citizens, making remarks about people living in campers while 
building their house, and insinuating people are dishonest and untrustworthy. She feels 
their personal beliefs are interfering with creating laws and regulations that represent us 
and allow for growth and doesn’t believe the personalities on the Committee are the best �it 
for the citizens they represent.  

Approve all claims received to date:  

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve all claims received to date, Councilor 
Beach SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Approve all business license applications received to date: 

Cave Construction, Christin Moeller, Sarah’s Support Services, and Rocky Mountain Music. 

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to approve all business licenses received to date 
and Councilor McNew SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 
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General Comments from the Council:  

Mayor Williams commented restrooms are continuing to be vandalized in Fireman’s Park so 
have been cleaned and closed for the season and have talked to the Chamber about what 
can be done for Market days about bringing in porta-potties. The camp host leaves on 
Thursday so sprinkling system will be blown out in the park. Restroom at Riverfront Park is 
continuing to have abuse and are looking at a way to close that at night and working with 
people still having events down there, so they have access to it as well as bringing in their 
own porta-potties when having a large group.  

Councilor Beach recommended looking into electronic locks that require a pass code and 
can be locked and unlocked in a speci�ic time frame which may save on the expense of 
having an employee make sure they are locked and unlocked. Mayor Williams explained the 
Streets crew goes past there just before 8am and leaves just after 4pm and have discussed 
them locking and unlocking and will talk to Justin Williams about the electronic locks and 
see if that would be helpful for the Streets Department. Also explaining the restroom has a 
pressure problem and cannot keep up with large groups so anyone having a large group it 
is required they have someone monitor it, especially when the event is over several days. It 
has been discussed to have a plumber look at the pressure issue to see if it can be resolved.  

Mayor Williams announced the Council was invited by the EPA to go on a tour of the IP 
cleanup site. Mr. McNew and Ms. Smith were able to join the tour, others were unable due to 
time restrictions.  

Councilor McNew stated it was very enlightening, learning that back in 2000 the remedy 
was not working so nothing has been done for 23 years to mitigate that and are just now 
starting a process. Councilor McNew explained the process and it is expected to have a 47-
year lifespan. He was unsure if the public knew the remedy had failed but the EPA never 
held a meeting to let the public know. Councilor Smith said it was rather eye-opening to 
realize there was a 20-year stall.  

Mayor Williams announced she had received an email from Maggie Ogden of EPA, who is 
now the site coordinator, and is going to try to organize some more tours and hopefully 
even public tours.  

Councilor Smith emphasized being disappointed with members of the community for 
vandalizing park facilities and stating there has been so much litter being left up and down 
5th St., once a year she and her girls schedule a day to cleanup garbage along the way but 
may have to schedule a second because of so much litter and �inds it very disheartening so 
many people that don’t care about how it looks. Mayor Williams stated, in that area, the 
Rotary had installed three concrete benches and one is broken and a second was pushed 
over but was able to be put back in place.  

Councilor Zimmerman commented he had seen a post from the Sheriff ’s Of�ice that said, 
“Our roadside is not your dumpster.” 
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 Adjournment: 

Councilor Zimmerman MADE A MOTION to Adjourn and Councilor Berke SECONDED.  

Councilors Beach, Berke, McNew, Smith, Taylor, and Zimmerman voted FOR.  

MOTION PASSED. 

Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:45 PM. 

 

_________________________________________    Attest:  _______________________________________ 

Mayor Peggy Williams                                                         Clerk/Treasurer Leann Monigold 

 

 

 


